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FOREWORD

—n

Mahatma-nirvana is & short poem in Sanskrit,
covering a [ittle over a hundred stanzas describing the
events on Friday, the 30th Jannary, 1948, in the Birla
House, New Delhi, when the body of Mahatmaji became
the target of the bullets of an agsassin  The author
of this short poem is Shri V. N. Nair, en eminent
Ayurvedic physician of Kerala, a well-known scholar
and poet in Sanskrit. He preserves and continues tbe
tradition of India in the matter of combining in himselt
mastery over science slong with Jiterary and poetic
talents, He has also written works in Sanekrit verses

relating to sciences, and such works, too, exhibit his
poetic abilities,

India has seen varic;us saviours of humsnity, whe
made their presence at times when virtue was at an
¢bb in the world and the deitroyers of moral life
were rising. Shri Rama and Shri Krishna and Buddha
2re 3till worshipped as such ** Incarnations * of the
Divine. Mahatmaji is being similasly worshipped by
the people of India and of various countries in the
whole world in the present time. When the grest
purpose is served, they disappear, but oply the
matter of their phvsical presence. At the time of such
disappearance of their physical presence, peaple begin
to assemble to discuss the ways and means for preser-
ving the grreat * Teaching ** which they have given to
humanity, The Mohabharata and the Shreemod
Bhogavota are records of such efforts made by the
teadors of humanity to preserve such Teachinz. In
both of them we find that great Rishie like Seunska
come in centres like Naimisharanya along with other
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Rishis for the purpose. Thus in the Shreemad Bhaga-
vata we regd : —

SRsTREY Fea dawea

|g anty St agganaaa i
{In Naimisha, the divine region, Rishis headed by
Saunaka, started a great sscrifice, lasting for a thou-
sand years, far the sake of winning the heavenly abode).

The Mahaebharata too, a8 we have it now, was
recited before the assembly of the Mgharshis at the
Naimisharanya. There is a tradition about the image
of Shri Krishoa having been worshipped by Uddhava
after the great Nirpana, and that the image was
drowned in the ocean at a later time, and the image
at the Guruvayur Temple in Kerala is that very one,
We need not be too critical about the historicity of
the tradition ; we can easily accept the tradition to
the extent of attempts having been made at that time
to preserve the memory of the great ** Teacher " after
his disappeacance in his physical form,

The tradition i¢ being followed today also, Various
memotials are being created in different parts of India
and also in other countries, to perpetuate Mahatmaji's
memory; an immense literature, too, is developing
regatding his life and his *' services " to humenity.
But in this vast mass of the * Momorials,” poetry is
nat playing the same part which it once did in sncient
India. The Ramayasa preserves the story of Shri
Rams, and its author knew that poetry is the mast
lasting memorial that can be erected to any one which
will last :

gl Rt sgreat frem
{as'Jong os the mountains stand as long as the rivers
flow),
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1t 13 on the bass of this statement of Valmiki that

Dandin, 1n bis work on hterary criticism called Katya
dsrsa, says

s adisaargd mew aemw
(The form of the glory of the first king, faling on the
mirrat of poetic words will last for ever)
The Mahabharata snd various other literary works
preserve the memory of gfreat persons

The Mouryan Fmperor Aswokn erected columns
bearing his Edicts and he also carved his Edicts on
tocks But they wera forgotten soon after his days
and even the name of that Emperor dropped out
of literature except for a bare menbon 0 the
list of kings i the Puranas  But the AMahabharata
and the Ramayana and the Shreemad Bhagatald sull
continue and they will never decay and will never ba
{orgotten

It 18 this teadition of Indla, not completely for-
gotten 10 India though seglected in modern times,
which the poct has {ollowed 10 hus attempt to preserse
the memory of Mahatmajt 1l the past 13 any indication
of the probabilities of the future, 1t 10 such a poem
that will he known in the whole world reparding
Mahatmay when the statues snd temples and other
monuments may not b even remembered hy posterits.
Itis o great privilege {or me to contnibute to this
mongment in the fogm of » humble Foreword

The poem s wnittenan slmp!r, sweet verses come
poted 1n & metre which had been adonted by Ralidass
in similar contegts of bemoaning It (s dnided into
twobalves The fint half containe s description of the
evonts of the dsy till \{ahatmaji came 1o the * Prasyer
Meetlop . acd the sreond describes tLe tragic events
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that followed The poem opens with a description of
the Birla House, a description of Mahatmay's ** Great-
ness’ and s daily routine This 13 followed by
some evtl omeng 8s seen by the author in his poetie
vision, which add to the artistic value of the work m
so far as it provides the proper background for the
mmin event Inthe evening people assemble for the
Prayer snd they talk about the contents of Mahat-
ma)t's previous talks at similar Prayer Meatings Here
the first Part ends Mahatmay appears at the Prayer
Meeting accompanied by his two dear girls, the
assatlant greets him which Mahatman responds to,
then the smful deed follows and Mehatmays body
falls down shedding blood the confusion and grief
that follows 15 expressed 12 the form of a walling by
the Earth , the sssailant confesses his act, the two
qirls also weep A word from * Above closes the
poem

People may wonder why the poet selected Sanskrit
as the language medium for s work, since Sansknt 13
prachically a dead language to the majonty of the
people 10 and outside India  The author 1s a great
poet in his own mother tongue Malayalasm and he
could eastly have composed the posm 1n that langusge
with equal success  But there 1s the dufficulty that his
words would be confined to & small portion of the
people for whom it 15 meant, and it can reach the
others only through a translation In the case of
Sanskrit, 1t 1s the only Indian Itterary language that 1s
common to the whole of India and that 1s equally
distributed throughout the country It 1s known
to more people than what 13 recognised There
are few literary men 1n eny Iinguistic regton whao
are not familiar with Sapskrit, and Sansknt s
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more popular in foreien countries than sny other
Indian langusge The poetsin the various hagustic
repions of India can exsily render the poem in their
own Janguege without much disturbance to the nature
of the otiginal 1f any point of en all India value 18
to be put into a hterary form, even now Sanskrit 13
the only larguage that can serve the purpose

The poem may be modern, but nothing 13 lnst
through its being modern  The poet 13 steeped 10 the
classics! lote of Indis and he has a wonderfol command
of Sanskrit Except for the names of the poem snd
the name of the suthor, there 18 nothing to indicste
that 1t 13 & modern work, if being modern 13 o ground
for rejection  ‘There are varous parts in the work
which remind one of the poems of the classical petiod,
the deseriptions of Mshatmaji reminded me of the
description of Shiva in the Kumarasambhava of
Kalidasa The poem 13 olso remimscent of the Geeths,
and the foljowing stanza

T ueifmfd Fas afsy grlkf el
{Here Dappusi sst, here he stocd, here he moved
sbout here he slept , 10 this way, with esgerness.. -}

reminded me ol Narayana Dhatts’s verse in hu
Sulhalraharana
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The poet bad to inttoduce various proper names.
and also various non-Sanskritic words, and it is a very
difficult task ; but the poet has been able to schieve
this difficult job in a very successful way. There is Do
jolting, no jerk. In sucha work, some sort of annot-
ation is unavaidable. A comprehensive and lucid
commentary in Sanskrit has been added from the pen
of the author himself,

{ am sure that the poem will last as long as the
mouvnteins stand and as long as the rivers flow, and
that the memory of Mahstmaji will be preserved in
this poem for the remotest posterity even, I have
great pleasure to introduce this gem to the lovers of
poetic art and to the worshippers of Mahatmsji, [
cannot conclide this Foreword without egpressing to
the author my deepest thanks for associating me,
however unworthy I may be for the task, with this
great work,

¢ EKunhan Rajs,
Tehran (fran), (Professor of Senskrit,
1st July, 1954. } University of Tehran),
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